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What we talk about today

 COVID-19 global health emergency is OVER

 COVID-19 epidemiology

 Obstructive sleep apnea and Long COVID

 MPOX is no longer a PHEIC

 Vaccines: License – Recommendation – Use

 “Most Infectious Diseases” - ZIKA
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The end of the COVID0-19 global health emergency is a moment for reflection. The 
painful lessons we have learned, the investments we have made, and the capacity we 

have built must be transformed into meaningful and lasting change.



id-ea.orgWeekly epidemiological update on COVID-19 - 11 May 2023 (who.int)

https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---11-may-2023
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Highest numbers of new 28-day cases 
1. United States of America
2. Republic of Korea
3. Japan (this was Russia last week)
4. India (this was Japan last week)
5. France 
Weekly epidemiological update on COVID-19 - 11 May 2023 (who.int)

https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---11-may-2023
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Highest numbers of new 28-day deaths 
1. United States of America
2. Brazil
3. Russian Federation
4. France
5. India (this was the Islamic Republic of Iran last week)

Weekly epidemiological update on COVID-19 - 11 May 2023 (who.int)

https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/weekly-epidemiological-update-on-covid-19---11-may-2023
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11 May 2023 Statement

The Emergency Committee acknowledged the progress 
made in the global response to the multi-country outbreak of 
mpox and the further decline in the number of reported cases 
since the last meeting. The Committee noted a significant 
decline in the number of reported cases compared to the 
previous reporting period and no changes in the severity and 
clinical manifestation of the disease. 

The Committee acknowledged remaining uncertainties about 
the disease, regarding modes of transmission in some 
countries, poor quality of some reported data, and continued 
lack of effective countermeasures in the African countries, 
where mpox occurs regularly. The Committee considered, 
however, that these are long-term challenges that would be 
better addressed through sustained efforts in a transition 
towards a long-term strategy to manage the public health 
risks posed by mpox, rather than the emergency measures 
inherent to a public health emergency of international 
concern (PHEIC).

The Emergency Committee on MPOX 
met for the fifth time and advised Dr 

Tedros that the multi-country outbreak 
is no longer a Public Health Emergency 

of International Concern (PHEIC). 
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How to Protect by Vaccination 
Medical Need

Population Based / Individual Protection 

Data Required
• Pre-Clinical research
• Clinical studies: Efficacy, safety, reactogenicity; GMPLicense

• Science data as above Best Practice

• All above; cultural & individual believes, valuesPatient Preference

• All of the aboveReal Vaccine Use

Recommendation

• Health economicsPayment

• Benefits & Risks of Vaccination: 
Comprehensive National Plan 
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Double-blind-randomized trials:  
Limitations due to bias and lack of relevance

(DuPont, Ericsson et al. 1990)(Cherry, Heininger et al. 1998)

Significant results may be useless

It is a general belief that efficacy trials with the 
most reliable data are those in which a double-
blind format has been followed. However, in two 
double-blind trials with very similar protocols the 
efficacy of the same lot of a whole cell DTP 
vaccine varied by 12% to 18%.

VEy in d-b-r:  Adherence-bias
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How to Protect by Vaccination 
Medical Need

Population Based / Individual Protection 

Data Required
• Pre-Clinical research
• Clinical studies: Efficacy, safety, reactogenicityLicense

• Science data as above Best Practice

• All above; cultural & individual believes, valuesPatient Preference

• All of the aboveReal Vaccine Use

Recommendation
SCIENCE FINANCING

CO-OPERATIONACCEPTANCE

• Health economicsPayment
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 Nipah virus Check out GHC 33
 Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever Check out GHC 34
 Lassa fever Check out GHC 35
 Rift Valley fever Check out GHC 36
 Zika
 Ebola and Marburg
 Middle East respiratory syndrome (MERS)
 Severe acute respiratory syndrome (SARS)

Disease X (any unknown pathogen that could cause a future outbreak)

The most infectious diseases the WHO has identified to date:
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Many people infected with Zika 
virus will not have symptoms or will 
only have mild symptoms. 

The most common symptoms are
• Fever
• Rash
• Headache
• Joint pain
• Conjunctivitis (red eyes)
• Muscle pain

Zika is usually mild with symptoms lasting 
for several days to a week. People usually 
don’t get sick enough to go to the hospital. 
For this reason, many people might not 
realize they have been infected.

https://www.cdc.gov/zika/symptoms/symptoms.html
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https://applications.emro.who.int/docs/WHOEMCSR615E-eng.pdf?ua=1
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COVID-19 looks different 
country-to-country

From the beginning, the 
COVID-19 pandemic has 
looked dramatically 
different based on where 
you’re living, the tools 
available to you, and the 
information being made 
publicly available.
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WAKE  UP!
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