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What we talk about today

➢ Mild flu tied to 2x risk of heart attack, stroke in older patients

➢ 1st fatal case of Alaskapox: man undergoing cancer treatment 

➢  Ebola vaccine cut deaths in half during DRC outbreak

➢ Vaccine-specific Adverse Event or side effects of COVID 

vaccination – 1 Bell´s Palsy (BP)

➢ CDC updated vaccination recommendations Immunization Schedules | CDC

https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/index.html
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“This work reinforces the official recommendations for 
influenza prevention in at-risk groups and should also 
increase the awareness of even milder influenza infection 
and its possible complications in the general population.”

Mild flu tied to 2x risk of heart attack, 

stroke in older patients

https://academic.oup.com/jid/advance-article/doi/10.1093/infdis/jiae070/7603794
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Rare virus Alaskapox

1st reported fatal case
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Interpretation

To our knowledge, this is the first observational study 

describing the protective effect of rVSVΔG-ZEBOV-GP 

vaccination against death among patients with confirmed 

Ebola virus disease admitted to an Ebola health facility. 

Vaccination was protective against death for all patients, even 

when adjusted for Ebola virus disease-specific treatment, age 

group, and time from symptom onset to admission.

ERVEBO® (Ebola Zaire 

Vaccine, Live also known as 

V920, rVSVΔG-ZEBOV-GP or 

rVSV-ZEBOV) is approved by 

the U.S. Food and Drug 

Administration (FDA) for the 

prevention of disease caused 

by Ebola virus (EBOV; 

species Zaire ebolavirus) in 

individuals 12 months of age 

and older as a single dose 

administration.

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(23)00819-8/
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SARS-CoV-2 Vaccine Platforms: Vaccine-specific AE
Coincidental or Causal Association?  Frequency?

1. Facial Paralysis (Bell´s Palsy, BP)

2. Diseases from activation of the clotting system

3. Myocarditis
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BP after SARS-CoV-2 

vaccination is usually

mild and self-limited

https://www.shutterstock.com/image-illustration/facial-nerve-paralysis-bells-palsy-3d-1893057028/edit
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Facial paralysis (Bell´s Palsy) following COVID vaccination
Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis

Khurshid M et al. Ann Med Surg (Lond). 2022 Oct;82:104758. doi: 10.1016/j.amsu.2022.104758

BP after SARS-CoV-2 vaccination is usually mild and self-limited
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Conclusion

• Observational studies: mRNA SARS-CoV-2–vaccinated participants had 

• no significant increase in BP incidence vs the unvaccinated participants. 

• Current study: Strong association between the SARSCoV-2 vaccine and BP in 4 RCTs,

• Conclusion:  BP is a result of SARS-CoV-2 vaccine exposure.

• SARS-CoV2 vaccination does cause BP; BUT: 

• SARS-CoV-2 infection has 3.23- fold higher BP risk vs. 

vaccination; 
• This favors a protective role of vaccination in reducing the incidence of BP associated with 

exposure to SARS-CoV-2. 

Rafati et al., JAMA Otolaryngology–Head & Neck Surgery 2023 Vol. 149 Issue 6 Pages 493-504.  DOI: 10.1001/jamaoto.2023.0160
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