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ETHICAL ASPECTS
OF VACCINATION

Why Vaccinate?

= Prevents serious infectious diseases

= Cost-effective and efficient

= Protects both individuals and
communities

Ethical Considerations

i = Balance: Individual autonomy vs. community
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= National guidelines for vaccine use
= International standards for distribution
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= Equity and fairness in access are crucial

Responsibilities of Parents

pr?tecnc.)n S, b » Protect their children’s health
i = Efficacy: Must be scientifically proven . + Contribute to community immunity
il Benefit Risk: Enstirsibensfitsioutweighirisk i | « Respect autonomy while ensuring safe access
i = Transparency & Fairness: Decisions must be clear and just : i
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Strategies to improve vaccination rates must be
both ethically and economically justified.
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Mandatory vaccination is ethically justified only
when necessary and after less coercive
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Policy should favor voluntary participation and
incentives over mandates whenever possible.
The balance between individual freedom and
collective benefit is central to vaccine ethics.

Free riding (declining vaccination but benefiting
from others’ herd protecting) is unfair to
contributors. i
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Misinformation (“infodemics”) undermines
vaccination acceptance and creates new ethical
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During pandemics or public health emergencies,‘i
mandates and strong interventions are '
sometimes ethically required.
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Healthcare workers have a special moral and
legal duty to vaccinate and protect patients.
Vaccine nationalism (prioritizing access for
one’s own country over global needs) conflicts !
with global justice and exacerbates disparities.
Equity and justice in vaccine access are not
just theoretical—they demand practical, on-the
-ground solutions, especially for vulnerable
groups and low-income countries. ]
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Global cooperation, updated regulation, and
ongoing engagement with all stakeholders, :
including communities, improve vaccine
program legitimacy and effectiveness.
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Ethical frameworks must regularly adapt as
social, epidemiological, and economic
circumstances shift.
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